Articles and commentary from Marshall Wozniak

Further information to support the Admiral C1617A was the first color television offered for sale to the
public, although we can’t prove the Admiral was the first color set sold to the public. (I had previously
sent you an advertisement that the Admiral was offered for sale by a dealer on December 18, 1953,
but no evidence the dealer had the Admiral in the store)

First evidence of the Admiral in a dealer store, January 6, 1954.

“ANOTHER FIRST FOR MARPLE'S!” ||

You Are Invited |
| To Visit Marple’s
| Now-To Inspect
And Examine The
New Admiral

COLOR TELEVISION

The First Color Television Show To Be
Received In Allegany County Will Be
The TED MACK AMATEUR SHOW,
SATURDAY, JAN. 9, At 8:00 P. M.
You Are Invited To See It In Full Color
FREE Of Charge At ., . .

MARPLE’S

TV and APPLIANCE SALES & SERVICE
234 N. Centre St. Phone 2086

Cumberland (MD) News, January 6 1954

Courtesy of Marshall Wozniak



First evidence of an Admiral in a dealer store and offered for sale, January 14, 1954.
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P in action!
You are cordially invited to be our guest to see
the “Hit Parade” on color TV at 753 Market St.

Sarurday night, T30 to 8 pum.—prassnting the . . .
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coler lelevision
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« « « Hale's was one of the FIRST to
in l92| broadcast radio!

Hale's Applance Steres were ane of the FIRST 4o brosd-
cart Radio in San Francisce Station KPO. of thet Hme
o owr wath floar, Fhth and Market

Hale's Applance Stores wers the FIRST s troduce
San Franciscans 1o & Black and White twlevision st As
elways the leader and promesr = radis and TV

« « « Hole's Appliance Stores were FIRST
in1DI17 to offer ftelevision sets for sele!

Heole's Apphance Stormy were the FIRST 1o offer Black
and Wikte TV ot for saln s Son Franciece. Male's

Appiarce Stores hace 10id and 1eor o d moce Teieraae

ety Phas any ather itore & group of 1tores weet of the

Masinpes Roaee |
orders for color tv taken on priority basis j

San Francisco Examiner, January 14 1954

Courtesy of Marshall Wozniak



First photographic evidence of an Admiral in a dealer store, January 17, 1954.

COLOR TV MODEL-Fred Ritter, Capital Paper Company
sales manaqger (left), and Al Zickler, owner of Zickler
Anpluanr_c Co., are shown admiring the brand new
Admiral colorltelevision set at the dealer open house

infroducing 1754 Admirall refrigerator, freezer, range
and air conditioner lines last week. Capital Paper is
area distributor A $6,000,000 sales incentive cam-
paign, in which Packard Clipper Club Sedans and $1,500
mink stoles will be given 1o dealers pur(hﬂsl"q lp‘!(xfxc
amounts of Admirall electrical appliances, wos announced
by that firm.

Indianapolis Star, January 17, 1954
Courtesy of Marshall Wozniak




First documented evidence I've found so far, of an actual sale of the Admiral C1617A sometime prior to May
16, 1954. This appears to be a local repair shop trying to strum up interest in color television and repair work
for itself. Note, “WE ARE NOT DEALERS”. See the next related advertisement below. This is offered, because
it has been said there is no documented evidence of a sale of an Admiral C1617A.

'NOTICE

IN ORDER TO LEARN AND STUDY
THE NEW

COLOR TELEVISIONS

—> | HAVE PURCHASED A BRAND NEW
ADMIRAL T-V COLOR SET

T want the public to visit us. “You are all welcome” to
see this beautiful new set, ask questions with no obli-
gations, Weather permiting this set will be on display
on my Front Porch all next week,
WE ARE NOT DEALERS
SEE THESE PROGRAMS IN COLOR
Monday, May 17th, 300 to 8:30 P.M. — Wednesday, May 19th, 2:00 to 3:00 P.M.
TUESDAY, May 18th, 8:00 to 8:30 P.M.—Thursday, May 20th, 8:00 to 8:30 A.M.
Friday, May 21st, 2:00 to 3:00 P.M.

McGILL'S RADIO & TV SERVICE

1931 EAST MAIN  (Across from Lone Star Boat Co.) PHONE MO2-6202

McGill’s Displaying
Color TV on Porch

MCGill's Radio & TV Service,
1931 East Main Street, plans to keep
ita TV set, with Admiral color, out
on the porch of their business for
public observance.

The “Old Barndance” on Chan-
tiel 5 Friday night attracted not only
a large number of spectators, but
'the police as well, investigating the
crowd.

T



A short time later, sometime prior to May 25, 1954, the owner of a cocktail lounge purchased an

Admiral C1617A. The first documented sale “in the Midwest area”. Within this article, it is implied by Admiral
technicians, “Color sets (Admiral?) have been installed in a few private homes in the Chicago area”. How much
earlier then May 25, 1954 were the sets in private homes installed?

River Picnic
‘Has
Tele\'ision

Grove residents wit-
8 telecast or the |

B the cuu.llJ lounge of
Biver Picr o Grove.
Cernecks. sner has
chased the first :
set for use in a pub ;
section of the connu—y K:ol’or]sets
have been installed m a few pri-
vate homes in the Chiacgo area,
but Admiral technicians reported
this was the first set they had in-
in the midwest area for
viewing by the general public.
Mr. Cernocky adso has signed
contracts to sponsor the Alex Dri-
er show over WNBQ (channel 5)
at 6:20 to 6:25 on the dates of
June 23, 25, 30 and July 2. He
invitzsaﬂtoviewthesesbowsmd\
at the same time extends an in-
vitation to everyone to come to
the Picnic Grove to watch the

Crystal Lake (IL) Herald, May 27 1954
Courtesy of Marshall Wozniak



DECEMBER 18, 1953 New Castle News, New Castle, Pennsylvania.

Is this the first documented evidence that an Admiral C1617A was offered for

sale? In another article, Admiral announced the new 15 inch color set on December
18, 1953 and in a further article, the President of Admiral states that the Admiral
color set was “introduced” on December 19, 1953. We believe Admiral offered

their dealerships incentives to allow customers full purchase price trade-in’s on
expensive Admiral color sets. We found several similar advertisements like this
one, one of which is shown further down in our article. Admiral may have been

taking advance orders on the C1617A and it’s possible they may have taken orders
on this date. This advertisement appears to be an offer to sell (for future delivery)

on December 18, 1953.

Thers’s =o nend to weil! GEORGE BROS. will cllow you
Full Purchase Price on on Admiral Celar TV Sel purchasod

anyfime between now and June 1, 1954, BUY YOUR MACK
AND WHITE SET NOW!




In this November 19, 1961 Chicago Tribune article, the President of Admiral Corporation claims Admiral’s first color television
was introduced on December 19, 1953.

DLOR television has taken !
C preat sirides since the
present compatability
standards estahlished by the
| Industry’s National Television |
| Standards commitioe were ap- |
| proved by the Federal Commu- |
| mications commission in De-
| comher, 193
l Twn days after the color TV |
standards were announced, Ad
miral introduced a 15 inch
| color set that was the cuiming-
tion of five years' research and
{development by engincers
| warking in the company’s lab- |
{ oratories in Chicage and Pale
Alte, Cal. This coler receiver
was offered In an unorthodox
cahinet and carried a suggest- |
ed list price of $1,175, |
» 9 9
Today's eolor iolevision re-
| ceivers are marketed in attrac-

| the safely glass bonded direct-

19, 1901

Admiral Chief Relates

Blossoming of Color

'y Ross D, Siragusa
[ President, Admiral Corp.)
tive cahinels featuring 0“
same furniture styling found In
black and white models, They
provide a 21 inch plcture and
are priced from $500 up
Like their Mack and while
counterparts, the pew color re.
cetvers have picture tubes with

Families with color TV re.
ceivers are the best salesmen
for this medium, Thelr favor.
able comments to friends are
most effective.

v B

The second major factor In
selling color TV Is station pro-
Iy 1o the front of the tube, This | gramming. There has been a
feature reduces glare and re. | steadlly increasing amount of
Nlection and increases mlmmm in color by the

the

conirast. Nt also porm’u‘:' NBC television network in re-
manufacturer to slim down the | cent years. Several independ.-
cabinet ent stalions also have devoled
The improved dependabllity | considerable attention to color
of color TV is evidenced by the | programming. WGN-TV has
current lower cost of service | performed a commendable pub-
policies. Owners of ‘etlor sets | lic and Industry service by its
report that their service experi. [ own expansion of color pro-
ence s no greater than with | Brams. N
black and white receivers. Our{ With more than 50 million
own service recofds confirm | hlack and white sets and fewer
this. than 500,000 color receivers in

ROSS D. SIRAGUSA
e « « Cites coler TV advances

| use thrusul the country, you
can realize whal a great fu.
ture lies abead for the rolor
TV. Other neiworks undoubl.
odly will get into color pro-
gramming as public pressurcs
mount



Just one day after the FCC announcement approving the RCA compatible color system, the Milwaukee Sentinal reported that
Admiral was already producing color sets in pilot production with plans to introduce them to its distributors on December 30,
1953 at a price more then $1,000, with production quantities increasing by the end of the second quarter 1954. A production
goal of 30 thousand color sets were planned by the end of the year.

‘Admiral Sets
Goal on Color
~ TV Production

CHICAGO, Dec. 18—UM—Ad-
miral Corp. haa set a production
goal of more than 30,000 color
television sets during the next
12 months. John B. Huarlsa, vice
president, announced Friday.

Huarisa sald action of the
Federal Communications Com-
mission Thursday, approving the
compatihle color television sys-
tem, “will help to clear the air
of the confusion that has been
created during the past few
months."”

Admiral has been building
color receivers on a pllot basis,
Huarisa said, and plans to iIn-
troduce them to distributors
Dec. 30. He added production
will be Increased sufficiently by
the second 1954 quarter to pro-
vide a sample for every dealer in
cities on the color cable.

Price of Admiral's color con-
sole, which has a 15 inch tube
providing a 12 inch plcture, is
expected to be more than $1,000
Huarisa sald.

Milwaukee Sentinal, December 19 1953



An article published January 25, 1954 in The News-Paladium, Benton Harbor, Michigan offering the Admiral color set for sale,
“Delivery Guaranteed as we receive shipments, Purchase price, $1175.00 installed with your existing antenna.”

PATTON BROS.

DO IT AGAIN!

| FIRST WITH BLACK AND WHITE wonocunome:
nOW!

-

FIRST WITH

~ Golor TV

mt‘ \\\“ COME TO PATTON BROS. BENTON
“gs‘ HARBOR STORE, SEE ...

Big 12'4" Picture Tube Console
Admiral TV Color §et
Be one of the tirst to place your order Tor a YTV colar ¥eleviston sot ... Delivery guaranteed os we

receive shipments .. . we will display the above set for the balance of this week In our Benton
Marber store which Is epen 'Hi 9 p. m. every weekday evening.

PURCHASE PRICE, $1,175.00 instalied with your existing antfenna, One ysar service policy Is
| edvised of $275.00,

' BE SURE TO SEE THE BARGAINS WE HAVE IN 1953 SETS
PLUS ADMIRAL'S NEW 1954 MODELS,

PATTON BROTHERS

200 EMPIRE
OPEN ‘TIL 9:00 P. M.

1 DU IR N - - ea 1
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'LOTS OF PROBLEMS

B

“Color TV }Here, But
You Can’t Buy a Set

By JACK MABLEY
‘Q!ICAOO“;
an. 7.-Color tele-
vision is here. Color TV sels are
on the market—but you m‘\, buy

one,.
Color telecasts are miide
unless

teverai Umes a
m""“ﬂl you can't ses

Color hlm Is complicated
ana custly,

Two color TV cameras on order
by a Cuivago siation will cost §79,-
00 each, It will east anolher $118.-
mkfor equipment (o make them

Bul the hazard in color
instaliation at a TV station is s
l&.amhmau are coming so fast

t and new eguipment
become obsolete Hetween the time
R is ordered and when it is in
stalled a few months later.
Cust Is Tremendons

n will be some time botween| Instaliation of color cqmpmut
1956 and 1980 bafors ,“nmwmmmwexpmus
a color TV set and have it ger. |St2UONS.

viced i a prico range anywhere
near present bhctnlnd white | ¥

prices.
That is the a m._
lhl- anglnun the TV manu.
ved color
“1 use last .
set oftf & wave

unnm-me publicity on the
theme: *“Cslor 'rv s here!

a m& we gol™
and breast
beating have died down somewhat,

n cahad Slesa Sa mwocalas

More engineers will e nceded,
ad older statf membera will have

New  ligh
lighting and color Lcehnlcuns
bu necessary.

1t willt even be necessary to over-
houl or replace air conditioning
to companutv for the

viglng color mnu
vailabie moves tbo

a standstll to o of 22

up the core of the

ptobum coloc TV—the home
receiver,
R of what the broul-

casters do, eﬂbr TV {an't going to
mean much uniii there 15 & muss
andience—measured (n the mulli-
m itlons, .

There fsn't going to be & mass
audience until sets can be

may|and serviced at a practical

- “Practical” means .ouwm
belween 3300 and $600 for the Sei,
and Jess than $100 a year for
service.

lhmro ';or“'”:nd oturer has

ma manwfa

annaunced ction of & line of
color recelvers. They have an
nouncod prices ranging from $800

$1,200. e

'l‘rytobnyono They just aren'l
for sale.

One Chicago mamufacturer said
there is u chance they'll never be
for sale. He feels that color uu
pow in limited production may be
obsolete by summer.

Zenilh has 100 sets on ils pro.
duction lne. The cost in materialy
and actual labor is $2,000 m seb
Aduunl has announced a price
of $1,095 on 1,000 sets it is pro
ducing.



Greenwood

Television

The Lile Story of a Technology

Alexander B. Magoun




Television

million on the venture. Meanwhile, Walter Baker of the Radio Television
Manufacturers Association recruited 29 orgamizations and dozens of engi-
neers to the seccond NTSC's thirteen study pancls. For eighteen months
they performed field tests and tested further improvements to color signal
transmussions made primarily by RCA's engineers. In May 1953, Goldmark
seconded the motion to submit the electronic color standard proposal to
the FCC. By then Coy and several other members had stepped down, and
the new commission approved the standard on December 17.

RCA AND COLOR TELEVISION, 1954-1964

The new standard led to various firsts in color broadcasting, most of which
are meaningless because virtually no one outside the broadcat engineers,
laboratories, or executive suites could watch the programs > Admiral
Telewision Corporanion put the first receivers on the marker for $1,175
on December 30, 1953, so that it could take a deducuble tax loss on its
color factory investment. On New Year's Day, 1954, NBC broadcast the
Rose Bowl Parade in Pasadena, Califorma, across a 21-staton network and
RCA arranged with other manufacturers to mstall color and monochrome
recetvers in cities across the country. Ten-year-old Edward Reitan was
awestruck by the “12-inch screens, so tiny and blurry that you had w look
at the larger black and white screens to recognize detail. But it was color
and 1t was gorgeous!”™ (Reian) RCA's first production recever, the CT-
100, went on sale at the end of March for §995, about the cost of a used
car and five times the cost of a comparable black-and-white set.

The electronic innovation forced by CBS, and RCA'S insistence on
monochrome compaubility meant that sales of the new color receivers
were only shghtly better than those for CBS. The color recevers were not
nearly as good in mass production as in the field-tested prototypes, and the
monochrome signal on them was inferior to that on a monochrome set be-
cause the dichroic lenses in the cameras reduced the brightness information
available. Contrary to expectations, very few affluent early adopters bought
the receivers made and sold by RCA and a host of its licensees. Instead the
RCA Service Company staff ran ragged trymng to keep the few receivers op-
erating as advertised, leading General Electric Company's president, Ralph
Cordiner, to complain that “you've almost got to have an engineer living
in the house™ (Fisher and Fisher, 1996, 328).

Meanwhile, the public bought monochrome televisions in a boom that
rivaled the Internet in the late 19905, or radio in the 19205, When the



Side note:

If Admiral color sets were not selling, they were giving then away in an Arthur Godfrey Lux Liquid contest. “Win an Admiral 15
inch color TV consoles", one of 10 in this 1955 advertisement. (A similar contest was held to win an RCA 21CT55, sponsored by
Kraft Parkay margarine)

You CAN WIN " 5E Lox Lo

I you do is send me your name and address !

MS
DIAMOND RINOS

.

ARTHUR GOOMIY, BOX 247 NEW TYORK 44, M. T,
Flease enter me in the Lux Liquid Free For All

My e o

\ND everyone who enters
ts a free gift—a handy wall

:ket to hold your Lux Liquid, My address
and a coupon worth 10¢ R e e e
e R < T 6_’-‘

Courtesy of Marshall Wozniak, Visions4 Magazine htips //visions4netjournal com/
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Side note:

If Admiral color sets were not selling, they were giving then away in an Arthur Godfrey Lux Liquid contest. "Win an Admiral 15
inch color TV consoles”, one of 10 in this 1955 advertisement. (A similar contest was held to win an RCA 21CT55, sponsored by

Kraft Parkay margarine)
IN THE LUX LIQUID

You CAN WIN "5 ox

I you do is send me your name and address !

Artcarved
DIAMOND RINOS
Soghred o=d "

by A -l

\ND everyone who enters | Gl e G s SCa .
ts a free gift—a handy wall : My —— :
:ket to hold your Lux Liquid, |yt E
and a coupon worth 10¢ | TEEEESSATEERART |
' ——————————————— P ——————— — —-
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