hobby is collecting old
televisions, including
the earliest color set
and 25 prewar models,
has one of the world’s
largest collections of
rare TVs.

A Hilliard man whose
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iteve McVoy of Hilliard plans to put his collection of picture tubes on McVoy estimates he’s spent about $500,000 on the collection and the

lisplay this year at a proposed Museum of Early Television in Hilliard. museum building on Franklin Street.

Exhibit’s old sets
are must-see TV

By Steve Stephens
Dispatch Staff Reporter

Hilliard could soon be to old televi-
sions what Paris is to art — or maybe
what Dallas was to sleazy oil barons.

One of the world's largest collections
of rare televisions is scheduled to go on
display this year at a proposed Museum
of Early Television on Franklin Street in
Hilliard.

Hilliard resident Steve McVoy created the
nonprofit Early Television Foundation two
years ago after selling his stake in Coaxial
Communications, the cable company.

“We thought we'd be doing our busi-
ness forever, but we sold all of a sudden,
and I had to find something to do,”
McVoy said.

“As a kid, I worked in a TV-repair
shop. I was always intrigued by old tele-
visions, so I thought it would be interest-
ing to collect them as a hobby.”

That hobby grew like — well, not like
early television, which actually was sort
of a failure.

In its earliest days, in the 1920s, ex-
perimental television used a rudimentary
mechanical system.

In the 1930s, an electronic system
similar to that used today was first tried.
But World War II temporarily stopped
television’s development.

“When I started, I didn't even know
there was television before the war,”
McVoy said.

Prewar televisions are rare. Only
about 350 exist, said McVoy, 58, who
owns 25.

And he keeps close tabs on others,
lest they come up for sale.

“I think I know where 90 percent of
them are,” he said.

Every now and then, though, one pops
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