Electrical Transmission of Pictures
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And did you ever notice the curious fact that a
great laboratory, despite its inestimable contribu-
tions to science and engineering, has never yet brought
forth a great, revolutionary invention which has sub-
sequently started a new industry, like the telegraph,
telephone, and telescope; motion picture, typecasting
and talking machines; typewriter, bicycle and loco-
motive; automobile, flying machine, and radio vision.

It has always been a poor man to first see these
things, and as a rule the bigger the vision the poorer
the man.

And, do you know, that is right comforting, too;
for I sometimes think that perhaps I myself may yet
do something worth while if I only stay poor enough,
long enough.
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Nipkow and Sutton

One of the most interesting examples of the at-
tempts to see by radio was made the subject of a
patent by Nipkow in 1884. The proposed trans-
mitter consisted of a selenium cell and an objective
lens, with a spirally perforated disc rotatmg between
the cell and lens “‘to dissect the scene.” 74 .ccaw AZ, 30, /05
The receiving device employed the polarizing light
valve used by Major George O. Squire, and Profes- ])
sor A. C. Crehore, to measure the flight of gun shells AT
at Fort Monroe, Virginia, in 1895.
The Nipkow scheme was preceded by Shelford
Bidwell’s device for ‘‘the telegraphic transmission
of pictures of natural objects,” described in Tele-
graphic Journal, 1881, Vol. 9, page 83; and later
almost exactly duplicated by M. Henri Sutton, and
rather fully described in Lumzere Electrique, Vol. 38,
page 538, 1890.
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