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A check-up on products, claims, and performance

COLOR TELEVISION
Observations based on limited tests of one of the first color TV sets on the market

For =ome time now, color television has made nearly as
many headlines as the H-bomb or the high cost of living.
The CBS whirling color-disk system, despite approval by
the Federal Communications Commission, and some rela-
tively successful experimental broadcasts back in 1950,
was widely damned as “incompatible,” and never really got
off the ground. The star to which the industry’s wagon is
now hitched is an all-electronic system developed by en-
gineers working under the auspices of the National Tele-
vision System Committee, an industry group formed for
this purpose. The NTSC system is “compatible™—that is,
it allows ordinary black-and-white sets with no special at-
tachments, to receive in black and white, programs broad-
cast in color. The new color system, while similar to the
original RCA version turned down by the Federal Com-
munications Commission about three years ago, reflects a
great deal of development. And last December the Com-
mission decided that the NTSC system was “an opportunity
and a challenge” to the industry, and approved its use for
broadeasting. Color television, it appeared, was ready for
the public. But was it?

To put this first-blush report in perspective, it should be
stated at once that under the best conditions, described
below, color programs add a new dimension and a new
excitement to television, The oh's and the ah's of first
viewers are many and sincere. If the promise suggested by
these first halting steps is fulfilled, practically everyone who
can afford it will certainly prefer a color set to a black-
and-white set.

There is, however, much more to say about color tele-
vision in the present state of the art, and the following
comments are first observations, written after brief ex-
perience with one of the first color sets to appear on the
market, 8 Westinghouse, selling at $1295.

After many hours of adjustment of the set by West.
inghouse servicemen, CU ran it through a number of tests
for both color and black-and-white reception. The complex
color circuit it employs is expected to be used by most
companies for some time to come, and, in the opinion of
CU’s engineers, the set can be considered fairly representa-
tive of what you will get if you buy a color receiver now.
. The color receiver tested is a console, and a bulky one at
that (about 41x28x27 inches; roughly the same floor area
as a refrigerator takes) ; an oversize cabinet is needed to
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across the screen, for example; under these circumstances
a pronounced blurring occurred.

When CU’s test set was operated to receive color pro-
grams in an area where reception was disturbed by “ghosts,”
these multiple images, often quite tolerable in black and
white, turned up in color as extremely annoying. On weak
signals approaching those typical of fringe reception, but
not so weak as to preclude black-and-white reception, the
‘olors disintegrated and faded out.

Skillful tuning and adjustment of the color controls
were required; a slight change in the tuning of some con-
trols altered the color balance. :

CU is as optimistic as the next man about the future of
color television. But on the basis of the evidence at hand, it
appears that only an inveterate (and well-heeled) experi-
menter should let the advertisements seduce him into being
“among the very first” to own a color TV set. The state of
the art needs refinement. CU will watch developments.
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