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The sweepstakes prize the 
RCA 21-CT-55 21” color TV 
 

       My Favorite TV:         
  Editor Mike Molnar 
remembers his family’s      
   first COLOR TV  

     

The Newsletter of the Early Television Foundation 
 Greetings Early Television Fans, 

This is Volume 3, Number 7 of the Early Television 
Foundation Newsletter.  The next  Zoom meeting is 
on July 25 at 8 PM . Newcomers Always Welcome 
    The calendar says we’re getting to the end of Ju-
ly, but it seems we’ve been getting August weather 
since June. Is the heat and humidity getting you down? 
Does it seem like that heat dome is suspended right 
over your head and following you around? Steve 
McVoy tells us that where he is, in the mountains of 
Colorado, there have been record braking tempera-
tures. What a great time to crank up the AC and settle 
in to restoring that old TV that’s been sitting on your 
workbench. As the summer doldrums drag on, Steve 
reports that membership and sweepstakes ticket sales 
have slowed, so he is offering 
bonus tickets and member-
ship cost goes to half for the 
remainder of the year. Read 
on for the story of my family’s 
first color TV and more about 
the 21” RCA 21CT55 and the 
21AXP22 color picture tube. 
You can get your tickets     
        NOW !! 
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  We are always looking for: 
 LeƩers from members 

 Tech Tips from service expe-
riences 

 My first TV (family stories?) 

 My favorite TV (and why) 

 Stories of working in the 
business. 

 ArƟcles that can be added in 
whole or in parts. 

 We want to hear from you !    

 Newsletter@earlytelevision.org 
Editors: Mike Molnar & Robert Ring             

  

   Join or Renew  
your Membership  

      Many         
 2025 members     
 need to renew 



 

       This Year’s Sweepstakes Grand Prize       
                 The RCA 21-CT-55 

          RCA COLOR TV with 21AXP22 CRT  

 

As Black & White CRTs grew in size, RCA 
knew that a big screen Color CRT was   
 needed if Color TV was going to sell.      
    The answer was the 21AXP22  



RCA had the CRTs ready before the CTC 4 TV’s were 
ready, so they built the 21-CT-55. You can learn more 
          about this CRT on the ETF website 



 

Specifications of 21AXP22 

These CRTs used a metal funnel that was bonded to glass. RCA 
must have resolved the issues that caused many 15GP22s to 
go to air, as that was not such an issue with the 21AXP22 



 

RCA had to develop a new deflection 
system and dynamic convergence and 
more high voltage for the new 21AXP22 



https://vi
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   The 21AXP22 also used what many say are better      
  phosphors than later tubes. Just look at this actual    
    screenshot from Marshall Wozniak’s 21CT55.    

With a picture like this, the sweepstakes computer 
should overheat from generating tickets. Don’t miss out 
           on Steve’s ticket bonus offer 



I borrowed this from the NJARC communicator. 
    It can also be viewed as a message, from    
     some of us, to the next generation,           
          “be afraid, be very afraid” 



 
 I was only a pre-teen when I first saw a Color TV and I was 

amazed at the technical miracle right before my eyes. We went 
to visit a cousin of mine, at a time when people invited friends 
over on a Sunday night to watch Bonanza In color. It was an Ad-
miral Roundie and I remember staring close to see the tiny color 
dots on the screen. I remember wondering how the red, green 
and blue dots could combine to make yellow. Nobody there had 
an answer. At that time, I became committed to getting a color tv 
into our living room, no matter how much I had to work at it. 

I found that there wasn’t much someone my age could do 
except become an expert pest. I thought they would soon get 
that color TV just to shut me up. I produced a steady stream of 
hints about all the new color shows that were coming on in the 
fall. The World Series would be in color and for Dad, he worked 
hard and deserved to also see his favorite football games in col-
or. Well it was a very long time before the day came. Maybe my 
Dad hit a number with the local bookie. However he came into 
the extra money, we went TV shopping. Everyone had someone 
in their family who knew someone that could get you a good 
deal on something. In our case, my uncle knew that man at the 
TV shop in the next town, so off we went. 

I knew Early American furniture was important to my Mom 
and a low price was important to Dad. They had the solution for 
us. They were now DuMont dealers and not only could we get 
the right cabinet but they could save us money by not choosing 
the pricy 25” set but a new 23” set and still get that DuMont 
quality. When the set arrived I was sure to observe all of the ad-
justments, so that soon I could do them myself and the picture 
was great. It even had a knob to tint a black and white show. 

 My Family’s First Color Television             
                  submitted by Mike Molnar 



I recently came across this 

  DuMont Sales Brochure    
   with our 23” model TV  





   A DuMont by any other name    
      just might really be an       
            Emerson 

   As time went on, we found that the TV suffered more than the 
average number of service problems including replacing the pic-
ture tube, a 23EGP22. It was required that I keep several feet 
away from the older service man so as not to bother him. He 
struggled to see, sometimes putting a second pair of glasses over 
the other. Very often he took the chassis with him and we would 
wait impatiently until it returned. In later years, as I was servicing 
TVs , I learned a little about our DuMont. As the DuMont company 
failed, their TV business was bought by Emerson, a manufacturer 
of low cost sets. I also found that the chassis was a low cost ver-
sion of an RCA CTC 16 and that the 23EGP22 CRT was a poor 
performer and I replaced many of them for people over that time 
period. But the family enjoyed the TV. Bonanza was still on every 
Sunday and somehow the red, green and blue dots made yellow. 

   My Family’s First Color TV    by Mike Molnar 


