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Greetings Early Television Fans,

This is Volume 4, Number 1 of the Early Television
Foundation Newsletter. The next Zoom meeting is
on September 26 at 8 PM . Newcomers Always Wel-
come Summer is turning to Fall and it has been
interesting hearing from members during the zoom
meetings, telling about the weather in their parts of the
country. | think the one phrase that all had in common
was lousy. So now is a great time to heat up the old
soldering iron and restore some TVs. Better yet, travel
to Hilliard and attend the Fall swap meet and auction
on October 17 from 10 AM to 2 PM and there’s no
charge. The Auction is at 1 PM and sweepstakes
drawing at 2 PM. Saturday afternoon and Sunday are
work days at the museum so please help if you can.

Steve reports that the op-
portunity for the museum to
move to a bigger and better
facility is again moving ahead
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This Year's Sweepstakes Grand Prize
The RCA 21-CT-55
RCA COLOR TV with 21AXP22 CRT

This RCA Model as well as the RCACTC
4 and CTC 5 stressed the technology of
their time and thus required a lot of ser-
vice. See how RCA honored these service
technicians on the next page.




ETF Member Rich Hronik writes us to share more information
about the RCA National Television Serviceman Award

The August e 0
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tributes to your home entertainment? He puts in hmg
hours to keep abreast of a rapidly growing and increasingly complex
business. He stands by for your i
Thanks to his expert knowled: d friendly service, you and your
family enjoy the miracle of television day in and day out.
And, he merits your confidence | using products of unquestioned

quality, such as RCA Receiving Tubes and RCA Picture Tubes.

n honor of your local television serviceman, and the thousands
like him from coast to coast, ims National Television
Servicemen’s Mareh 7-12.

: men in your
' neighborhood.

The base of the trophy on one ad is dated 1955,
and the text of the other ad says it's the third Service-
men's week, which would make that 1957 (a bit of
Googling shows that the dates on that ad correlate to
Monday-Saturday, same as the '55 dates do, so '57
fits).

Rich Hronik,
Leesburg, VA




This was submitted by member Tom Morehouse ‘

| thought you might enjoy my mem-
ories of our first color television, a
CT-100.

It's summer of 1956. Our unaircon-
ditioned house in Fort Worth Texas
has become a hotbox, especially in
the "family room" which held our
1948 Admiral floor model. The Ad-
miral had only recently replaced
our previous RCA 621. Dad had e s WL
brought a friend from the office to o ~ .'?
help him move a "big box" from the
station wagon into our R
house. Mom, me, and my brother
naturally wanted to watch the mystery object's arrival.

a8
Remember?

Lo and behold - it's a CT-100. Golly - a color televi-

sion. Dad had been a radar tech during WW2 and under-
stood CRT systems. He loved "new tech", and when he
saw the previously priced $1000 set marked down to
$149.00, he snatched it up. Apparently no one was buying
the 15" sets, when the 21" sets were popping up in most
TV/Radio shops.

We moved the Admiral into my and my brother's bed-

room. Yippee! Science Fiction Theater in our own

room! The RCA took its place of honor in the family

room. Dad and his friend unpacked the set, read some in-
structions, plugged it in, chose Channel 5 (the NBC affiliate)
and watched a picture of the evening news - in fuzzy black
and white. We didn't find any color shows that night.

Next day, neighbors started coming over to see the
set. Dad invited them to return after dinner, to watch Your
Hit Parade in color.




We must have had a dozen
people staring at the screen that RCA \“ CTOR
night when Your Hit Parade ap- Deluxe Model CT-100
peared on the screen, preceded THE AN
of course by the multi-color pea- ram Ji
cock. Dad played with all the ';-"'l“ul—'lf%
control knobs, including Focus

and Convergence, and the pic- =
ture was quite respectable. | re-
member Mitch Miller and his
chorus singing Autumn Leaves,
and the colors of the (fake)
leaves falling around them were
breathtaking.

Our neighbors were duly im-
pressed! After the show ended,
there were a few commercials
(b/w), and dad said the neighbors could stay to watch Drag-
net. When the show came on, the colors were horrible. Green
sky, fuzzy purple and yellow faces, all pretty bad. Dad did lots
of knob turning, but no luck. He finally called the station and
asked what's wrong with the colors on Dragnet.

He burst out laughing and hung up the phone. Dragnet was a
black and white show.

Good memories!
Tom Morehouse, Eastford CT
(Share more stories with us, newsletter@earlytelevision.org)




