





RCA tricolor tubes are installed in the first commercial production sets at Bloomington, Ind., RCA plant.

“Color receivers are now ready to enter the markert.
With them comes the need for new studios, new trans-
mitting equipment, and for new factories to build these
things. In short, a great new industry is being born.

“"We have made available to our competitors and
licensees the benefits of our pioneering and costly efforts
in color as well as in black-and-white television. Since
1946, we have kept our licensees abreast of our progress
in the development of compatible color television
through demonstrations, technical bulletins and other
informational services.

“We are fulfilling the promise we made in 1950
to make available to licensees complete manufacturing
information on our first commercial color television
receiver. This information includes an engineering de-
scription, manufacturing drawings, bill of materials, and
sources of supply as well as an inspection tour of our
color production set-up at our Bloomington factory.”

D. Y. Smith, Manager of Marketing, RCA Tube
Division, told the licensees of RCA production plans for
tubes, special components and testing equipment. He
stated that six brand new receiving tubes specifically for
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color television circuits, as well as electronic components
for color television are now available, and that the Tube
Division will begin shipments soon of three new items
of equipment for the servicing of color receivers.

T. A. Smith, Vice-President in charge of RCA Engi-
neering Products Division, told of progress in the
equipping of stations to carry color network programs.
Early in March, he said, RCA started shipment of addi-
tional color cameras to both NBC and the Columbia
Broadcasting System, providing more facilities for pro-
ducing color programs. In addition, live color cameras
will be shipped to several independent stations during
April.

Announcement of the NBC programming plans was
made to the licensees by Barry Wood, Executive Pro-
ducer and Color Coordinator for NBC.

The Production Line

The production line shown to the press and the
licensees turns out the RCA Model CT-100, an open-
face, console-type receiver which has a mahogany cabinet
and a 15-inch RCA tricolor picture tube. Production of




a second model, with 19anch tube, will starr somenme
later this year

The tour, from receiving platforms o loading docks
included an inspection of all-channel UHF (ultra high
frequency ) and VHF (very high frequency ) color tuner
assemblics. It moved along a base assembly line where
scores of women installed sub-assemblics, aligned cit-
cuits and soldered connections and parts in the receiver's
base chassis

It then moved downstairs where men handled the
work of instlling picture tbes, tuners, base assemblies
and othér components 1n the cabinets, Ic passed from
assembly into the rest aren, where engineers and plane
rechnicians broughr rhe color screen to life with vivid
bar patterns and, even more spectacularly, with a bright
pictuge rhar provided a crincal check on color test
controls.

The visitors next inspected the crating Gperacion
where an overhead conveyor deposited cardboard box
containers onwo the moving line and cach conrainer
packaged 4 facrory tested color set. As 2 final step, the
visitors followed the crates into a storage warchouse
where they were tugged for delivery in early Apnil
with American homes as cheir destination.

RCA reached the "milestone” of commercial pro-
duction less than a hundred days after the Federal
Communications Commission approved standards for

Welding o 19-inch tricolor tube ot the Lancaster, Pa.,
RCA plont, where tube is in pilot production.

compatible color televiston. This neardy halved the
Corporation’s original estimarte of six months

During February RCA passed the 2,000-4-month
rate in the prodecion of tricolor picture tebes. This
rate was. achwved three months ahead of schedule

The newsmen were welcomed by T, A, Weeks, man
ager of the RCA Bloomington plint, who described
production requirements for a color ser, as compared
with black-and-white. He pointed ont thar RCA's most
popular 21-inch black-and-white set now n production
uses a total of 437 parts, incleding 19 wbes and ap
proximarely 63 feer of wire, The CT-100 color receiver
has a total of 1012 parts including 35 receiving tubes
and the 15-inch color tube, along with approximuately
150 feer of wire

The Bloomington plant, with 1850 employecs, is
one of the most modern in the oation. Installed there
at a cost of more than $300,000, is 2 aewly developed
LCSE unit o permit fuctory tuning of color relevision sets
to ansure faichiul color receprion. The equipment is. in
effece, a smallisize television stanon which can transmit
color test patterns over a closed-circuit in the plant.

The factory 15 2 two-story stone structure locared on
an Slaacre teact. It has 430,000 squeare fece of space, of
which 30000 are now bemng utlized for the assembly

of color relevision recesvers

RCA color TV cameras undergo final testing ot end of
commercial production line in Camden, N, J,
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