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More on Early Electronic Television Receivers
by Ludwell Sibley

Jeff Lendaro has given Radio Age readers two entertaining and informative features on early
electronic television in his articles in the April and November (1995) issues. Here is another early
electronic (at least in the receiver) television developed by Viadimir Zworykin while he was at
Westinghouse. Lendaro’s second article prompted some research on the odd 6AL6G tube, also

commented on in this piece.

Jeff Lendaro’s story' on the genesis and rescue
of the 1932 RCA field test TV set is a thorough
contribution to television history, spiced by the fact
that the set still exists. By one of those odd
coincidences that happen, however, I’ve stumbled
upon a description of an earlier, and probably long-
lost, experimental mirror-in-the-lid set. It seems
that in a 1929 issue of the obscure journal Radio
Engineering there is a description by television
pioneer Vladimir Zworykin of an exyerimental
system for broadcasting motion pictures.

Developed in the Westinghouse Research
Laboratories, the system used a modified movie
projector as its sending element. Vertical scanning
of the film was achieved simply by moving it at
constant speed, in tape recorder fashion. Horizontal
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scanning relied on a vibrating mirror to rock a spot
of light back and forth across the film, the light
getting through the film then activating a photocell.
(By contrast, the 1928 movie transmissions made
in the Washington area by C. Francis Jenkins used
a scanning disc.)

Details of the special CRT in Zworykin’s TV.
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