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"LOOK AT THE NEWS"

WBKB JUNE 8, 1945

ON Curtain #1 =
Yook at the News." Yes, tonight we present
e new program titled "LOCK AT THE NEWS."
(8 MINUTES REGULAR NEWS)
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ON Curtain #1A No event in history has produced as many

outstanding personelities as the present war. The
names of all but & few of these men were little known
two or three years ago. Today, their names are household

words in millions of homes,

They have become personalities. We have read about
them. We kpow of their exploitas. Now, lot?s find out

more about them personally.

Tonight I want to tell you about a wartime leader,
one of America's great fighting commenders, a soldier
who couldn®t make the grade at Vest Point, and yet who
was s0 determined to be a soldier, and an officer, that
he enlisted as a private and worked up until now he'’s
at the top., He is

UP Curtein fAAON Pix No.
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Gensral Courtney Hicks Hodges, commander of Uncle Sam"a‘
femous First Army, which you®ll remember was the firs%
to invade Germany last fall, and just recently was the
first to close the gap between the conquering westera

and eastern allied armies in Germany.
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Camera on Narrator ..o General Hodges ien?t the swashbuckling. blood
§__3;§._g_ to Pix Noo. 2 and thunder type of leeder. Iﬁsteaglg he’s quiet,
and Re~insert shuns the spotlight and doesn’t have much to say.
Pix Noo 1 |

But, when ha does talk, listen carefully, because

at Back.
he's going te say plenty. Our military leaders long

ago recognized General Hodges as 2 commander who
planned carefully, waited unt‘:il_ the time was right,

and then hit the enemy =~ and hit ®em hard.
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First of all, let’s briefly review the First Army's
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initial action in Furope. This (POINT)
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map shows the Saint-Lo bresk-throughs It was General
Hodges® First Army which cut out a gcorridor for
Patton®s tenks, and then quickly eneircled the German
Seventh Armyq This was the first big break for the

invading Allled forces.
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Camora on Narrator Let's look into General Hodges® early life. Maybe we
SLIP to can find out why he is & really great general. General
Pix Noo 3 Hodges was born in Perry, Georgia, whieh is in the heart

of the country that produces those famous Georgia
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peaches, One of his early pictures

Pan to Pix No. 3 ' /L

shows Courtney Hioks Hodges when he was 12 years old with

others in his grammar school elass. The future general
- (POINT) is the sacond from the right, and the tallest

boy in claa-in this picture taken about 1500,
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Some five years leter, General Hodges went te North
George Agricultural College for a year, und then

received an appointment to West Pc;-into Here's the way

SLIP to Pix No. 4

he was pletured in the West Point Year Book of 1904
and 1905, But, the general doesn’t like to talk about.

‘his West Point days. He flunked out mathematics in

his first year, : -
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w—— s, he decided that a few geometry

problems were not goinz to ‘kaep him from getting what he 5
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wanted. S0 he .plam'zed, studied, and mapped his course,

Finally he enlisted in the army as a private.
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agreed with the foriner West Pointer and he soon was mede
& corporal, and then & sergeant. And look, you GI Jees,

if you want to know how hard-boiled topkicks dressed

back in 1909, then study tﬁia picture, 7/
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Sergoant Hodges (POINT) is standing in the back row,
third from the right, and this picture was taken after
he had served 23 years as & seréeanto In the meantime,
he studied hard, learned those problems at West Point,
and was taking exeminations for a commission at Ford

Leavensworth, Kensas, when this pioture was taken. He
whipped those problems, and here .

4,,,‘/'”113 Second Lieutenant Coﬁrtney Hicks Hodges. In those
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' /7" days, they called ‘em "Shavetails," and it's worth

During thie spot
SLIP out

‘Curtain 41
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Curtain to Pix No. 8

mentioning that he won his commission just a year
after his West Point class graduvated. If you don't
think that's a record, thon ask those old-time army men,

But the studying necessary to win his commission was
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just the baginning.\ Lieutenant Hodgee studied everything
he could get to study providing it would teach him
things about the army. He went to Mexico with General
Pershing end then, when World War 1 chme, his studying
paid dividends because he went in &s & captaine.

Armistice Day of 1918 found him with a brilliant record,
proud winner of the Distinguished Servico; Cross, and &

temporary ‘1ieutenant colonel,

In 1920, with his regular rank as major, he was
assigned to West Point as an instructor. Thet must
have bsen & proud day -- to back as & teacher in the

school where he had flunked as a student.
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He taught infantry tactics for fow ysars, and then he

went to a fisld artillery school and did some 'mra

studying. He received no promotion for 14 years and

during that time he learned, as so many soldiers do,

that peacetime rewards sre few and far between. However, ?
promotions ceme eventually because his knowlédge. his

work, ‘and his ability had conmanded the attention of

- his superior officers. -

Evan before Japan bombed Pearl Herbor, General
Hodges was busy training American boys for the big conflict
to come. He was made & major genera1,

Curtain to Pix No. 9 . L

and given commend of the Third Army when it was in training
in Texas. He went to England and lmlﬁed plan the master
stroke. that was destined to end Nazian; -“ the D=Day
invesion of Normandy beasch.
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SLIP out - Alljed master strategiste followad & plan. They had a 9

Curtain #2 job cut out for General Hodges -- a job they believed

he could £ill better than anyone else. They wanted a

keen, shrewd leader who planned carefully, who mepped

his course » Who knew every inch of the big war-front

chess-board, and who played the game accordingly by
iz odsain T R .vh;.tt.;ing the énemy, and hitting him hard where he

was most vulnerable. We'll remember the famous First

for a long, long time because of the brilliamt part

it played in Hitler?®s defeat.
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Here wo see General Hodges receiving the congratulations
of King Edward with Generals Bradley, BEisenhower and

Patton in the background.

We'll remember how Hodges led his army in its
powerful dash across France, then held up at the
Siegfried Line until he could regroup hie units and
until his supplies could catch up, then craftily planned
the i‘inal”auaulto' and finally swept on to the first
Junction with Russian troops.

SLIP to Pix No. 1}

And now General Hociges is back in the United States again.
A telephoto pieture shows him with President Trumen in °
Welshington.

SLIP to Pix Ne. 12

His arrival in his home state was celebrated with s parade
up the streets of Atlanta, and

SLIP to Pix No. 13

here is the General with Mrs. Hodges, who experienced the
sams long ordeal of “waiting" that so many American women

have, and 8till are, experiencing.

BLIP to Pix No. 1 AGAIN
That, my friends, is General Courtney Hicks Hodges, Cammander
of America’s First Army,

one of America’e brilliant gemerels, who has led your gons,
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your husbands, and fathers on to Victorys

We hope you?ll join us again when we take another

Curtain 43 Down
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