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The Newsletter of the Early Television Foundation 

 Greetings Early Television Fans, 

     This is Volume 2, Number 5 of the Early Televi-
sion Foundation Newsletter. The May Zoom meet-
ing will be on Saturday, May 24 at 8 PM .  To all 
of you that attended the convention, you have 
proven your devotion to the hobby by enduring rain 
and cold above and beyond the call of duty. And 
thanks to all of the volunteers who made it hap-
pen. Many enjoyed the Field Sequential color TVs. 
The next pages will tell you about Cliff Benham, 
who made many of them work. 

The prizes for this years raffle 
have been announced. Start to 
plan where you will put a 
DuMont Royal Sovereign or an 
RCA CTC 5  or a third place 
prize, a FADA 10 inch set. See 
the website for more info and to 
start buying your tickets. 
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 Renew your 2025 

    Membership 

  We are always looking for: 
 

 LeƩers from members 

 Tech Tips from service expe-
riences 

 My first TV (family stories?) 

 My favorite TV (and why) 

 Stories of working in the 
business. 

 ArƟcles that can be added 
in whole or in parts. 

 Biographies  of members 





I’ve asked ETF President Steve McVoy to tell us of his time working 
with Cliff and the many projects Cliff accomplished for the museum. 

 

Cliff was the expert we relied on 
to bring to life the field sequential 
color sets in our collection. His 
many projects included restoring 
our DuMont industrial monitor.     
It was missing the motor control 
chassis. Cliff built us a replica, 
and got the monitor working.  
 

.He also provided replacement 
color wheels for our other CBS 

field sequential sets. 
Every year he made at 
least one trip to Hilli-
ard to repair sets that 
had stopped working, 
and to improve the op-
eration of others. 

Cliff also restored our 
NTSC color wheels 
sets: The Col-R-Tel, 
Colordaptor, and drum 
receiver. 



 

Cliff often brought some of his projects to display at the conventions. 

In this display he made comparison of three color field sequential and  a 
two color field sequential color system. In some scenes it’s hard to see    
    the difference without the three color image for comparison 

              Some of Cliff’s Projects 



          

Above: Geoff Bourne brought for display, a historic miniature  

 solid state TV camera built by RCA Labs in the mid 1950 

Below:    Steve McVoy greets some of the VMC members     

              “Veterans of Many ConvenƟons” 



          

 

Auction Items are setup 

 

Bidders are checking out    
   the various items 

 

     And spontaneous 
conversations break out 



 

It seems that at every 
convention I get to see 
something that I’ve never 
seen or heard of before. 
This year it was the JVC 
model TM-1450TU. It us-
es a unique field sequen-
tial color system called 
LCCS which means Liq-
uid Crystal Color Shutter. I 
saw it in operation and it 
is a remarkably clear im-
age. The system devel-
oped by Tektronix for early color oscilloscopes, utilizes clear liquid 
crystals that are triggered to sequence between red, green and 
blue filters, producing very impressive color pictures, as seen be-

low. The monitor/
TV is on loan 
from Dave 
Abramson. In his 
demo, when he 
waved his fingers 
across, you can 
see the filter ac-
tion. You can see 
much more about 
this on the ETF 
website. 



  Sometimes your mind can hear a prettier picture       
       on a radio than it can see on a television 



 

Now we are ready for part two  
               of                
Pictures by Radio for the Home

After we published Part 1 of “Pictures by Radio for the Home” we 
heard from member James Hawes who pointed out that the sys-
tem proposed by Alexander Bain in 1842 was developed two    
decades later by Giovanni Caselli. His Pantelegraph system was 
used to send text and signatures over telegraph lines. This exam-
ple of an actual image is shown below.  

 




















