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The Newsletter of the Early Television Foundation 
 Greetings Early Television Fans, 

     This is Volume 2, Number 9 of the Early Television 
Foundation Newsletter. The September Zoom meeting    
will be on Saturday,  September 27th at 8 PM.      
 During the August zoom meeting, Steve McVoy told us 
of a  new development at the museum. Now, visitors 
can view early television technology as well as pick up 
their fruit and vegetables for the week. Yes, the ETF has 
agreed to host a farmer’s market and reap a few dollars 
at the same time. He also tells us that sweepstakes 
sales were coming in and he is confident we will reach 
the minimum sales needed. He is also looking for volun-
teers to help at the museum during the tailgating week-
end. In this months newsletter we have part two of an 
article by James T. Hawes. He tells us the story of Vinyl-
Video, the attempt to add video 
to a 45 RPM record. Also, Rob-
ert Ring will tell us about the 
DuMont Royal Sovereign, the 
black and white console TV on 
growth hormones. Read what 
makes the big guy stand far 
above the rest of the TV com-
petition. 
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  We are always looking for: 
 LeƩers from members 

 Tech Tips from service expe-
riences 

 My first TV (family stories?) 

 My favorite TV (and why) 

 Stories of working in the 
business. 

 ArƟcles that can be added 
in whole or in parts. 

 We want to hear from you !    

    newsletter@earlytelevision.org 

Editors: Mike Molnar & Robert Ring 

Get Your 
SWEEPSTAKES 
TICKETS    NOW !! 



The DuMont Royal Sovereign, TV for those “special people” 



DuMont    

        “First with the Finest in Television” 

       and first prize in the ETF 2025 sweepstakes  

Most Americans buying a TV set in 1951 might choose something like 

an RCA 9-T-77, however, there were others who felt the need for a larg-

er dose of “Conspicuous Consumption” For those buyers at the top end 

of that consumption, there was the Dumont Royal Sovereign. With the 

largest Black and White picture tube ever made, it was a true marvel of 

engineering. If you were in the market for such a set, but you were a 

comparison shopper, here is what you would find: 



The Dumont RA-119A Royal Sovereign has a direct-view, 

30-inch, 30BP4 CRT, giving it by far the largest screen 

size of its day, and making it the largest screen direct-view 

black and white TV ever produced. Like many early 

DuMont sets, it has a continuous tuning 44-217 MHz tuner 

which covers the VHF low, FM radio, and VHF high bands 

in a single range. A 6AL7GT eye tube is used as a tuning 

aid. 

  Manufacturer DuMont RA-119A RCA    9-T-77 

Tubes (inc.CRT)       45       22 

  Height       50       29 

  Depth       26.25       27.5 

  Weight       470 lbs.       135 lbs. 

Picture Tube Size       30 inches         19 inches 

Sq. inch viewing        423       204 

  Price    $ 1,800.00    $ 175.00 

 Price 2025 $    $ 21,000.00    $ 2,209.00 

  Width        49       40 



The RA-119A uses a regulated pulsed RF transformer with volt-

age doubler to supply 22 kV to the CRT anode. The RF of the 

HV supply oscillates in sync with the horizontal sweep but is 

otherwise independent of the sweep circuitry. Regulation 

(unusual in black and white sets) is accomplished by sensing 

the HV via a voltage divider with a 500 megohm resistor and 

comparing it to a 75 volt 0A3 voltage reference tube. A 6SJ7 

control amplifier and 6W6GT control tube are used to adjust the 

screen voltage on the dual 6BG6G HV pulse amplifiers that 

drive the HV transformer.                                     

WANT ONE OF YOUR OWN !  Buy your tickets NOW !!!! 

































      Check back in October for another 

                       Look at 

                    VinylVideo 

Disks too Round to be Square   
         “Can You Dig It” 


