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TV buffs

find
live

first
BBC

recording

By Paul Wilkmson

THE oldest recording of live
British television will be
screened tomorrow for the

first time since it was broad-
cast more than 60 years ago.
The four r-minute com pi la-
tion from 1938 exists only be
cause of a technological fluke
and the enthusiasm of two tele-
vision buffs, one in Britain

and the other in America
where, thanks to freak atmos-
pheric conditions. it was
picked up and recorded on a
cine camera placed in front of
a television screen as the imag-
¢s came m.

Andy Emmerson. the Brit-

ish enthusiast, spent five years
tracking down the recording
and believes that it is the only
surviving example of prewar
live British television. The
flickering black-and-white foot-
age includes Jasmine Bligh,
one of the original BBC pre
senters an excerpt from an un-
known period costume drama
and the BBC's station identity
and the end of the day’s output

It wasmade at a time when

no technology existed to record
live broadcasts directly. Video-
tape was not perfected until

the late 1950's and “tele-record-
ing"”, the quality copying with
a cine camera mounted in

front of a television screen was
not developed until after the
Second World War. There are
other recordings from that
time, but they are al 1 cine film
shot from a camera alongside
the television lens.



The American recording

will be shown to an sudience
as pat of the reopening cere-
mony tomomrow o the refur-
bished National Museum of
Photography, Film and TV in
Branford

Mr. Emmerson, 50, a free-
lance researcher and wnter on
the television industry, said:
"Rumors of a recording exist-
ing mn America have circulated
for years. but no one had ever
got to the bottom of them. It
was known that about this
time there had been tremen-
dous Sun spot activity, which
had a dramatic effect on the
ionosphere. Broadcasts from
the BBC at Alexandm Palace
travelled less than 30 miles,
but because of the Sun spots
they were being bounced off
the ionosphere and picked up
3.000 miles away on the Eas
Const of America”
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“There were reports that
KCA, which was working on
s own television system, had
conducted an expenment to
film the broadcasts. About five
years ago | decided to check it
out. but with no success. RCA
could not trace anything. nor
could anyone else. Then last
year a friend at the Amencan
Vintage Wireless Collectors’
Society agreed to mention it in
their magazme.”

One of the respondents was
Maurice Schechter, who
worked m aNew York tele-
vision studio. He had a collec-
tion of television materzal and
among it was one of the RCA
recordings on 16mm film.

“He cleaned it up digually
and transferred it to a video-
cassette for me,” Mr. Emmer-
son said. T was astounded
This was the oldest md prob
sbly. the only example of live
television from thit period™
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